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Montessori Movement Celebrates 100 Years

On Saturday January 6th 2007 it will be 100 years since the first Montessori school was opened by Maria Montessori in the slums of Rome marking the beginning of what rapidly became a global education and social movement which today has 22,000 schools in more than 100 countries. 

This occasion will be marked by a conference in Rome on 6/7th January. The conference heralds the start of a year of celebrations for children and schools around the world. More information about these celebrations can be found at http://www.montessoricentenary.org.

The movement’s founder, Dr Maria Montessori’s innovative approach was that “Education should no longer be mostly imparting of knowledge, but must take a new path, seeking the release of human potentialities.” 

What followed worldwide has been called the "discovery of the child" and the realisation that: "...mankind can hope for a solution to its problems, among which the most urgent are those of peace and unity, only by turning its attention and energies to the discovery of the child and to the development of the great potentialities of the human personality in the course of its formation.”

Montessori principles are rooted in a social movement intended to champion the cause of all children, in all strata of society, of all races and ethnic backgrounds, within and beyond educational institutions. 

Montessori is the single largest method of education in the world with over 22,000 schools in more than 110 countries. The Montessori movement however is far broader and works to assist children and their families in a variety of settings.  Montessorians serve as advocates for all children - championing the rights of the child in society. 

The efficacy of Montessori teaching methods has most recently been demonstrated by the results of a study published in the US journal, Science (September 29, 2006) which indicates that children in Montessori schools have improved behavioural and academic skills compared with a control group from the mainstream system.  The authors concluded that, "when strictly implemented, Montessori education fosters social and academic skills that are equal or superior to those fostered by a pool of other types of schools."  The study is available at http://www.montessori-science.org/. 

International Contact:

Association Montessori Internationale

Koninginneweg 161, 1075 CN Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Phone: + 31 20 6798932 Fax: + 31 20 6767341

info@montessori-ami.org, http://www.montessori-ami.org

Local Contact:

[INSERT YOUR CONTACT DETAILS] and/or

http://montessoricentenary.org/mediacontacts.htm

Montessori File Photos:

http://montessoricentenary.org/photos

Media Briefings Available:

http://montessoricentenary.org/briefings

- What is Montessori Education?

- Biography of Maria Montessori

- Timeline of Dr Maria Montessori’s Life

- Montessori Around the World

- Science Research Report

Notes to Editors:

1) Maria Montessori

Maria Montessori was born in Italy in 1870 and died in The Netherlands in 1952, after a lifetime devoted to the study of child development.  Dr Montessori was one of the first women to qualify in Italy as a doctor of medicine; she became increasingly interested in the needs of children. By 1900 she was Professor of Pedagogy at the University of Rome. Her early work centred on women’s rights and social reform and evolved to encompass a totally innovative approach to education. Her success in Italy led to international recognition, and for over 40 years she travelled all over the world, lecturing, writing and establishing training programmes. In later years, ‘Educate for Peace’ became a guiding principle, which underpinned her work.

2) Montessori Principles

Montessori education follows a number of principles validated by current educational research:

- Children are individuals profoundly affected by society and the immediate environment. Every child is born with creative potential, the drive to learn and the right to be treated as an individual. 

- Specially prepared environments, in school and at home, help to develop the child’s natural potential. 

- Children must be given freedom to work and move around within suitable guidelines that enable them to act as part of a social group. 

- Children should be provided with specifically designed materials, which help them to explore their world and enable them to develop essential cognitive skills. 

- Mixed age groups encourage all children to develop their personalities socially and intellectually at their own pace.

